Franklin's X-ray pictures to Watson, who realised at once that it provided crucial evidence for the double helix. "But science is not supposed to be kept in bags, any more than cats," Wilkins responded. His sombre mien contrasted sadly with the story of robust commercialisation which came later.
Gosling's view was that "Rosy would have been appalled to learn that they had taken quite so much detail of her current work and put it into their model". Those two points, with chapters and verses, would have been valuable correctives in the present climate, within which rejection of GM is an essential article of faith for politically correct discussants in the pub and at the dinner party. The programme makers seemed reluctant to reach any strong conclusions at all about the safety and utility of genetic manipulation, preferring instead the platitudinous 'only time will tell'. I prefer Jim Watson's verdict on the opponents: "These people want the world to stay as it is. I don't want the world to stay as it is." Bernard Dixon, based in London, is European editor for the American Association for Microbiology.
Big anniversaries give editors heartburn. On the one hand, journalists love to commemorate events on years that have nice round numbers. On the other hand, they always want to be first with a story, so it's oh so hard to wait for the actual date, knowing that the competition most likely won't.
Editors around the world have been dancing this minuet in recent months, as we've passed various anniversaries relating to the discovery of the structure of DNA. The Associated Press got out of the blocks in early February, using the old 50-years-ago-this-month trick. Most others, however waited patiently until at least the week of the actual anniversary of the discovery -which was February 28th.
More than one journalist dredged up the classic lore of the discovery and made it the lead of the story. The Times of London was just one of the papers to capitalize on this: "Fifty years ago today, Francis Crick, a Cambridge University physicist, walked into the city's Eagle pub with his collaborator, James Watson, and announced: 'We have discovered the secret of life'." The anecdotes go on to relate how Crick's wife Anniversary uptake DNA at 50: Media editors have been thinking hard about the best ways to cover the DNA landmark and subsequent developments. Richard Harris looks at how the story came out.
